= Captain Jay’s

Tampa Bay First-Time Boater’s Ultimate Guide

Captain Jay’s Step-by-Step Playbook for Buying Your First Boat

This guide combines 25 years of Captain Jay’s expertise and 5,000+ guest experiences into a
comprehensive roadmap for first-time boat buyers in Tampa Bay.

Captain Jay’s Wisdom:

“The boat costs $50,000. Year one? Plan for $65,000-$75,000. If you can’t comfortably
afford 150% of the sticker price that first year, save a little longer.”

s Budget Planning & True Cost Calculator
Total Cost of Ownership (First Year):

Purchase Price: $___

Sales Tax (7.5%): $___

Documentation Fees: $500-1,500

Survey & Inspection: $800-2,000

Insurance (Annual): $___

Marina/Storage (Annual): $___

Maintenance Reserve: 10% of purchase price
Fuel Budget (Annual): $___

TOTAL: $___

== Boat Selection Matrix



Family Recomme Best Budget

Size / nded Size Types Range
Usage
2-4 20-26 ft  Center $35K-85K
people, console,
weekends bowrider
4-6 26-32 ft Dual $75K-
people, console, 180K
day trips express

cruiser
6+ 32-40ft  Express $150K-
people, cruiser, 400K+
overnight motor

yacht

Essential Features for Tampa Bay

Shallow draft (max 3-4 ft)
Shade (T-top or canopy)
Fresh water washdown
GPS / Fishfinder combo
VHF radio (DSC capable)
Rod storage + livewell
Cooler space

Swim platform & ladder

=] Step-by-Step Buying Process



Phase 1 - Preparation (2-4 weeks)

e Complete cost calculator
e Get financing pre-approval
e Research insurance

e Identify 3-5 marina options
e Take boating safety course

Phase 2 - Shopping & Inspection (3—-6 weeks)

e Schedule sea trials in Tampa Bay conditions

e Bring an experienced captain (Captain Jay available)
e Complete mechanical inspection

e Verify documentation & titles

Jay’s Strategy: “Never buy a boat you haven’t tested yourself in Tampa Bay waters.”
Phase 3 — Negotiation & Closing (1-3 weeks)

e Hire certified marine surveyor

e Negotiate repairs or price adjustments
e Secure insurance before closing

e Arrange marinaslip/storage

e Plan delivery with captain support

%7 Tampa Bay Market Knowledge

e Prime Season (Sep—Nov): Best selection, fair prices, great sea trial weather
e Value Season (Dec-Feb): Motivated sellers, lower prices, limited selection
e Avoid Season (Mar-Aug): High prices, competition, tricky weather

Local Marina Comparison:

e Westshore Marina: $12-18/ft, full-service, 6-12 mo. waitlist
e Harbour Island: $15-22/ft, high-end, 12+ mo. waitlist
e Manatee Pocket: $8-14/ft, basic amenities, 3-6 mo. waitlist

Pre-Purchase Inspection Checklist

Engines & Mechanical

Hours (<500/yr avg)
Compression test results
Cooling & gear oil checks
Prop condition + spares
Steering & electrical systems

Hull & Structure



e Hullintegrity & transom soundness
e Deck/hatches condition
e Through-hulls & bilge pump

Electronics & Safety

e GPS, VHF operational

e USCG-approved life jackets

e Current flares, fire extinguisher
e Sound signaling devices

« Documentation
Required:

Clear title

Current Florida registration
Bill of sale

Sales tax records

Proof of insurance

Recommended:

Maintenance/service records
Survey report

Previous insurance claims
Manufacturer warranties

= Financing & Insurance

Captain Jay’s Intel:

“Marine lending is specialized. Good lenders understand boats aren’t cars — they offer
better rates, longer terms, and won’t balk at a 15-year-old boat in great condition.”

Use a financing comparison worksheet: rate, term, monthly payment.

>= First 90 Days Ownership Plan
Weeks 1-2: Setup & Familiarization

e Move into marina slip

e Stock safety equipment & spares
e Schedule Captain Jay orientation
e Download navigation apps

Weeks 3—-4: Skills Development

e Practice docking in different conditions



e Learn navigation landmarks
e Master anchoring
e Practice emergency drills

Days 30-90: Confidence Building

e Plan progressive trips (short - long)
e Join local boating groups

e Set up maintenance schedule

e Build relationships with marine services

(€, Tampa Bay-Specific Knowledge

Tides: 2-3 ft range — always plan routes accordingly
Shallows: Extensive grass flats; local knowledge required
Manatee Zones: Speed restrictions Apr-Oct

Bridges: Clearance awareness essential

Weather: Afternoon storms May-Sep

Captain Jay’s Perspective:

“Tampa Bay rewards preparation and punishes assumptions. Learn the waters before you
need to.”

Final Decision Checklist

Fits budget comfortably
Passed professional survey
Successful sea trial

Marina slip secured
Insurance coverage active
Captain training arranged
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